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MEETING OBJECTIVES 
 
The ACGI and the DAC renewed their partnership in 2009 after a 20-year hiatus following periodic meetings 
that had taken place in the 1980s.  At that time they agreed to take a series of steps to strengthen 
understanding and promote more collaboration at both strategic and operational levels across the 
partnership.  The London High-Level Partnership Dialogue is an important opportunity for these two 
communities to develop their ties further and identify better ways of working together.   

Meeting co-Chairs – Andrew Mitchell, UK Secretary of State for Development, Abdulatif Al-Hamad, Director 
General of the Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development, and J. Brian Atwood, Chair of the OECD 
Development Assistance Committee – welcome the participation of Gulf and Western development partners 
as well as experts from around the world to the meeting.  They sincerely hope that this event -- an 
opportunity to deepen partnership -- will help participants understand each other’s views and perspectives 
and find ways to collaborate more closely.   

The meeting takes place at a defining moment for some countries in the Middle East and North Africa 
(MENA) that are embarking on political and economic transformation paths.  There is growing evidence of 
constructive change and solidarity that promise a better tomorrow for millions of people seeking greater 
freedom, self-determination, and a stake in the economic and political future of their countries.  A strong 
and concerted response to support these changes is incumbent on the international community:  a stable 
and prosperous MENA region redounds to the benefit of all.  The London event -- while not a pledging 
meeting -- is designed to help key development actors inform each other about their plans and priorities for 
supporting the region and thereby promote more collaboration, complementarity and synergies.  

Beyond this, the meeting will also take stock of international discussions -- among developing countries, 
development partners (bilateral, multilateral, and international funds and philanthropies) and civil society at 
large -- on preparations for the November 2011 High Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness in Busan, South 
Korea. 

MEETING DYNAMICS  
 
The co-Chairs look forward to contributions from all participants, drawing on their diverse experience and 
knowledge.  In an effort to encourage frank, informal and interactive discussions to which all can contribute, 
participants are respectfully requested to refrain from reading out prepared statements, and to keep their 
remarks to a 4-minute maximum.  Speeches and statements can be reproduced and set out in the room if so 
desired.  Side rooms will be available to take forward bilateral discussions. 

The co-Chairs will produce a summary meeting “statement” -- the “2011 ACGI/DAC High-Level Partnership 
Dialogue Statement” -- which will be issued to participants following the meeting.    
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ARAB CO-ORDINATING GROUP INSTITUTIONS/ OECD DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE COMMITTEE 

THE 2011 HIGH-LEVEL PARTNERSHIP DIALOGUE 

(London, United Kingdom) 
 

ANNOTATED AGENDA 
 

MONDAY, 4 JULY 2011 

12:30 -- 14:00  REGISTRATION   (Light buffet)  
 
14:00 -- 14:15  WELCOME REMARKS 
 
    Rt. Hon. Andrew Mitchell 
    Secretary of State for Development  
    United Kingdom 
 
    OPENING 
 
    Abdulatif Al-Hamad 

Director General/Chairman of the Board 
The Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development 

     
    J. Brian Atwood 
    Chair 
    OECD Development Assistance Committee (DAC) 
 
14:15 -- 15:30   1ST SESSION 
 
    Overview:  the current situation in the MENA region 
 

Speaker:  Rt. Hon. Alan Duncan, Minister of State, United Kingdom  
 
Speaker:  Ahmed Galal, Managing Director, Economic Research Forum, Egypt 

 
Speaker: Fares Braizat, Head of the Public Opinion Programme, Arab Center for 
Research and Policy Studies, Qatar 

 
Open discussion 
 

    Co-Chair:    Abdulatif Al-Hamad 
 
Recent popular uprisings in some countries in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) have created 
pressures for reform and led to the demise of long-standing regimes.  Steps are being taken to establish 
more representative and accountable governments and more dynamic, inclusive economic systems.  These 
events have been driven by people’s desires to exercise voice, restore social justice, create legitimate 
governments and benefit from more equitable and broad-based growth.  A new political, economic and 
social landscape is taking shape as countries begin the process of devising, consulting, negotiating and 
implementing their reform agendas.   
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The opening session is designed to ensure participants have a good grasp of the fundamentals underpinning 
the “Arab Spring” as a basis for productive discussions.  The speakers will provide historical context, regional 
perspectives and insights regarding the factors that gave rise to the protests and current developments 
regarding change and reform in the region.  They will address the following questions: 
 

 What were the core grievances of the population, and why had they not been addressed and 
resolved?  What role did the prevailing governance and political systems play in this regard?  Why 
were unemployment rates so high, particularly among the youth?   

 
 What were the forces that kept autocratic regimes in power, and when and how did leaders lose 

touch with their people?  What were the societal and institutional dynamics that triggered the 
uprisings, and that have facilitated the start of the transformation process?  

 
 What was the role of the press and access to information?  What was the influence of external 

actors? 
 
 What steps are being taken on the political and economic reform front?  What are the prospects for 

success?   
 
 What will be the role of religion in social, political and economic change in transforming countries?   

 
 
 

Issues for discussion 
 

 What seem to be the key demands that are emerging?  How are the people and governments in 
the MENA region moving forward, and what does this mean for the actions of the international 
community? 

 
 
 
15:30 -- 16:00  Coffee 
 
16:00 -- 18:00   2nd SESSION 
 

 States in transition:  what has been learned? 
   

Speaker:   Mustapha Kamel Nabli, Governor, Central Bank, Tunisia  
 
Panel presentations describing economic/political transformation in Jordan 
(Marwan Muasher, Carnegie Endowment), Spain (Ambassador Carlos Westendorp, 
Club de Madrid TBC), Chile (Ambassador Genaro Arriagada), Poland (Ambassador 
Pawel Wojciechowski).  
  
Open discussion 

 
    Co-Chair:    J. Brian Atwood 
 
Over the past fifty years a substantial number of countries have carried out political and economic 
transformation processes that have dramatically changed their institutions, their social and political 
dynamics, and their development path.  While each country’s experience is unique in terms of the actions 
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undertaken and the timeframes involved, there are common threads – and lessons have been learned that 
can be instructive for MENA countries in transition (as they carry out change) and the international 
community (as they formulate their support programmes to these countries).   
 
The second session is designed to discuss relevant good practice and help participants understand how 
development assistance could most usefully play a supportive role.   A panel of international experts will 
relate their experience with transformation processes in their countries.  This will be followed by a 
discussion during which both panel members and participants are encouraged to identify relevant good 
practice and think creatively about how the international community could be most helpful to MENA 
countries in transition.  Questions that will be broached by the speakers include: 
 

 Are there common characteristics or dynamics among the country experiences described e.g. the 
role of the state in the economy?  Power structures and relations?  The strength and integrity of 
institutions?  The role of the military?  The place of religion in society?  Mechanisms that stifled or 
co-opted dissent?   Governance issues including social justice, transparency, accountability, 
corruption?   

 

 What were the steps that were taken to create more pluralistic, representative governments, to re-
equilibrate the organs and functions of government, and to decentralise authority?  How were these 
decisions made?  How was the public-at-large kept informed and encouraged to be involved?  Were 
there phasing and sequencing issues that were important to successful transitions?  What were the 
practical timeframes involved?   

 

 What kind of support is needed to deepen civil society e.g. creating independent trade unions, 
political parties, media and non-governmental organisations and promoting parliamentary 
accountability? How best to strengthen consultation processes, civic organising efforts, decision-
making arrangements, transparency, conflict management and negotiating skills? 

 

 What were the tactical issues you confronted, and how did you take advantage of the “space” that 
opened up?  How did you handle extremist political elements?  

 

 What was the most useful support provided to ensure stability, satisfy pent-up demands for dignity 
and self-expression, and advance the political reform agenda in a sustainable way?  What mistakes 
were made, and what was learned? 

 

 How do the experiences of other countries that have undergone transformation relate to the 
situation and specific challenges facing MENA countries that are in transition?  Are there common 
elements that, in the light of these experiences, suggest pathways to successful reform?  

 
 
 

Issues for discussion 
 

 What elements of these examples of transition are transferable to the situation in the Arab 
world?   

 

 What can be learned from previous transitions that will inform how external development 
assistance can best be provided? 

 
 
18:00 -- 20:30  Reception  
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19:15    Dinner (Heads of Delegation) 
 

TUESDAY, 5 JULY  
 
8:00 -- 8:30  Coffee/breakfast pastries 
 
8:30 -- 10:30  3rd SESSION 
 

Supporting the transition and future strategic development policy orientations 
 

Speaker:  “Supporting the transition” (Masood Ahmed, Director, International 
Monetary Fund)   
 
Substantive remarks will be provided by the following eminent experts, who will 
be called on by the co-Chairs at different times in the course of the discussion:   

 Donald Kaberuka (President, African Development Bank);  

 Suleiman  Al-Herbish (Director-General, OPEC Fund for International 
Development);  

 Shamshad Akhtar (Vice President, MENA region, World Bank);  

 Jassim Abdulla Al-Mannai (Director General, Arab Monetary Fund);  

 Chris Hoornaert  (Belgian Ambassador to the OECD) 

 Thomas Mirow (President, European Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development). 

  
   Co-Chair:  Abdulatif Al-Hamad 

 
The changes and reforms being contemplated in MENA transition countries are far-reaching and challenging.  
A wide variety of financial and technical support will be needed to support their efforts to stabilise their 
countries and begin implementing policies and programmes for modernising and reforming political and 
economic systems.   Billions of dollars have already been pledged to this end, and more is forthcoming.   
 
What to do, where, with whom and how?  The third session creates space for meeting participants to begin 
to work out their answers to these questions based on the information, ideas, and views of a number of 
leading international thinkers and actors who are playing a lead role in mobilising resources and providing 
policy advice to the region.  Participants will be able to share their emerging strategic approaches and 
programming plans with each other and discuss possible co-operation frameworks and joined-up support as 
regards:     
 

 Short–term actions, including humanitarian assistance, fast-disbursing budget support to shore up 
fiscal and external balances, steps toward a stable political transition and judicial reform, emergency 
employment schemes, safety nets for vulnerable people, debt relief, and asset recovery.  Short-term 
actions will be important to signal to stakeholders a new beginning and a response to grievances.  
The priority will be to i) ensure urgent needs are met, ii) promote macroeconomic stability, iii) 
restore confidence in state actions, iv) take concrete steps to address festering socioeconomic ills, 
and v) strengthen social cohesion.   

 

 Longer-term, more structural support can be grouped around the following thematic headings 
(which correspond to stakeholder priorities):  the creation of wealth and employment – including 
reforms to labour market, investment, trade, business environment, infrastructure and regional 
integration policies;  opportunity – including efforts to improve and refocus education and training, 
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promote gender equality and facilitate access to technology;  and accountable governance, 
including policy initiatives designed to encourage more representative and legitimate government, 
public sector transparency and efficiency, judicial reform, corporate governance, and empowered 
local governments.   

 
Beyond the strategic approaches and the programming options lies the broader issue of how the 
development community is going to organise itself most effectively in delivering support to the region, and 
the most appropriate approaches for reaching out.  The donor community can play a catalytic role – 
provided support is timely and responsive to the express priorities of governments and stakeholders in the 
region.  And provided they observe basic principles of aid effectiveness that are now well-established -- 
ownership, alignment, harmonisation, accountability, and results.   
 
In the case of transition countries this will also mean:  
 

 exercising humility and restraint -- supporting local solutions and processes, not imposing 
external models; 

 prioritising a “do no harm” approach – understanding the effects of external assistance on the 
transformation process and local dynamics; 

 providing predictable, transparent and joined-up support – including proactive efforts to 
enhance co-ordination and synergies and to explore pooled funding options among 
development partners; 

 relying on local systems, which will reduce transactions costs, strengthen capacity, and boost 
employment (local procurement will create additional jobs); 

 steering co-operation efforts towards functional support – not creating new commissions or 
frameworks or other “forms” of support, and  

  taking proactive steps to ensure policy coherence in donor countries, including measures to 
open up markets to i) enable MENA transition countries to benefit from globalisation and ii) 
manage their migration pressures.   

 
 
 

Issues for discussion 
 

 Tour de table:  what are the development co-operation priorities for your country/institution?  
How could donor collaboration and/or division of labour be fostered?   

 

 What steps are needed to ensure a “rapid response” and bolster confidence that change is 
underway?   

 

 What are the implications of ongoing social and political change in the region for the 
development community?  Who are the key interlocutors, and how can they be identified?  What 
kind of partnerships now need to be built?   

 
 
10:30 – 11:00  Coffee 
 
11:00 – 12:00  3rd SESSION (continued) 
 
   Co-Chair:    Rt. Hon. Alan Duncan 
 
12:00 -- 13:15  4TH SESSION 
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A global partnership for development effectiveness:  the Busan High-Level Forum 
on Aid Effectiveness 

    
Speaker:    Talaat Abdel-Malek, co-Chair, Working Party on Aid Effectiveness 

 
Open discussion 

 
    Co-Chair:    J. Brian Atwood 
 
The Fourth High Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness, which will take place in Busan, Korea at the end of 2011, 
is expected to attract about 2,000 high-level representatives of developed and developing nations, 
multilateral development agencies, civil society organisations, parliamentarians, local governments and the 
private sector.  Informal consultations and extensive work carried out by of the Working Party on Aid 
Effectiveness clearly suggest that Busan will mark a turning point in the global dialogue on development and 
will lead to a new consensus on aid and development effectiveness. Discussions will also include an 
assessment of progress against the aid effectiveness principles set out in the Paris Declaration on Aid 
Effectiveness (2005) and the Accra Agenda for Action (2008). 

The Paris Declaration set out a new agenda for improving development outcomes based on decades of 
experience and accumulated good practice.  The novelty of the Paris Declaration was that it established – for 
the first time -- a set of commitments and associated indicators and targets for tackling long-standing 
blockages and inefficiencies in the international aid system. These commitments focused inter alia on 
aligning and harmonising aid, improving its transparency and predictability, and co-ordinating field missions 
to reduce transactions costs for partner countries.  This pragmatic, results-based approach to improving aid 
– backed up by extensive monitoring surveys – has challenged donors and partner countries alike to change 
their actions and behaviours.  Partner countries have risen to the fore in taking charge of this agenda – they 
are leading the process at country level, and their engagement in the 2011 Monitoring Survey has almost 
tripled since 2005.  Non-traditional providers of development co-operation have also chosen to participate – 
on a voluntary basis – in parts of the Survey process at the country level. 

But the world has changed since the days when the Paris Declaration was agreed.  There are new actors, 
new forms of partnership, new ways of achieving results, and new geopolitical coalitions.  There are more 
diverse clusters of partner countries now – fragile states, middle-income countries, and low-income 
countries -- and a wider range of contexts at country level.  And there are new forms of financing being 
devised and institutionalised that create new opportunities for marshalling resources for development.   
 
This greater complexity and broader diversity in the development community creates at once new 
opportunities and new challenges.  These new actors, energies and resources need to be a part of the future 
– and in the run-up to Busan there are renewed efforts to search out commonalities that will unite everyone 
around the future development effectiveness agenda.   
 
 

Issues for discussion 
 

 What is needed to bring the full international community on board with reinforced efforts to 
improve the effectiveness of development partnerships so that they deliver results?  Where are 
the areas of convergence?  Are there common – and yet differentiated – responsibilities that 
could be agreed?   
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 Future directions and “take-aways” from Busan are beginning to cluster around results and 
accountability, transparency and aligned partnerships, predictability, ownership, fragile states, 
and leveraging aid (including via public/private partnerships).  Building effective states – which 
encompasses many of the technical as well as political aspects of aid effectiveness – is a cross-
cutting theme. How will the ACGI engage in this agenda? 

 

 Are there lessons from the events in the MENA region that could be shared in Busan?     
 
 
 
13:15 – 13:30  CLOSING REMARKS FROM THE CO-CHAIRS 
 
 
 
 
 


